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Summary

Markus Kiefer: Atomisation of the public sphere. Are the media losing
their Integrations Function?

The recent changes to present day media, especially distinguished by the
duplication of the choice of programmes on the television and on radio, as
well as the expansion of computer supported communication {Internet),
have grave consequences for the traditional concept of the public sphere.
One of the fundamental constants of a liberal, enlightened public sphere
within a democratically constituted society seems to be threatened, that
is the general accessibility to public discussion and its rationality. The
mass public is ever more and more divided up into publics with special
interests.

The current changes to the media tend to improve individuals‘ chances
of obtaining information, and at the same time they make total social
communication more difficult. The public tasks ascribed to the media, in
particular the function of integration, can be always less and less percei-
ved. Democracies, however, are existentially dependent on a space for the
public sphere as wide and lively as possible which continually reproduces
both the themes of general interest and the integrative norms for the
society and for the nation. Counter-strategies for the recovery of a wide
public sphere must be put into action through research and educational
policy, by media policy and a discussion of rights. This starting point
should be backed up by a renewed social debate about the public function
of the media in the democratic system.
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