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Summaries

Martina Hohns: Church, European Union and Media Policies

European Union Media Policies have a growing impact on the national
media system and are increasingly challenging the churches, particulary
due to the apparent consequences for their media work and their
understanding of communication. The article gives reasons for the
growing importance of European media policies. Then its basic orien-
tation which regards media as a service and economic good, ignoring
the cultural dimensions is questioned. Apart from the European
television directive which was amended in June 1997 and which has
created a legal framework for cross-frontier broadcasting, the article
describes what emphasis is currently being laid in European media
policies. It is shown that European media policies can no longer be
regarded as an isolated issue, but that the Community‘s policies in the
field of telecommunication as well as the planned promotion of new
information and communication technologies in the so-called informati-
on society have to be taken into account, too. The conflict between
European integration and German federalism becomes particularly
evident in the field of media. The Catholic Church has made various
attempts to perceive, analyse, and - if necessary - to comment on this
development. Apart from the European Episcopal Committee for Media
(CEEM) of the Council of the European Bishops’ Conferences, the
Commission of the Bishops’ Conferences of the European Community
(COMECE) is continuously making efforts in this respect. Some reports
and statements on European media policies have already been presen-
ted, particularly by COMECE. The international Catholic media organi-
sations for broadcasting (UNDA), film (OCIC) and press (UCIP) as well
as the orders and particularly the ecumenical European working group
,Media, Culture and Society* also help to sensitire the media work of the
churches as to the challenges which it will be faced with in view of the
development in Europe.

Tamas Szab6: Rundfunk, Politik und das neue Mediengesetz in
Ungarn

Political influence on the electronic media is as old as radio and
television itself in Hungary. Both the planning and the practical
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implementation of the media law, legislated in December 1995, reflect
the tight interweaving of the media and politics. For a long time interest
groups and parties tried to hold up the new law, because the status quo
- downright chaos on the media market - suited their purposes better.
As the damage caused by the delays and political disputes became
clearer and clearer, a compromise solution was found, which guaranteed
that the parties would have equal and legal political influence in the
public broadcasting media. In this way there was no breech of tradition,
because during the communist period under Kadar the media were
controlled by the party, and even after the political changes the
governments tried to maintain the control of the state broadcasting
media through their followers. The new media law laid the foundations
of the dual media system - the juxtaposition of the public institutions
(the former state broadcasting media) and the commercial operators,
who were working at a national level. The practical implementation of
the criticised system of regulations turned out to be difficult and it was
only after some two months delay that the two licences for private
television with terrestrial transmission were issued. It can be assumed
that the appearance of foreign service-providers on the market will
initiate a process which, in long term, will lead to a reduction of political
influence.
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