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Summaries

Reinhold Zwick: Anti-jewish tendencies in jesus films.

In this century the jesus film has been one of the most infuential agents
in putting forward an image of the jews. Although many of them are
covertly or openly biased against jews, research into anti-semitism has
hardly taken the genre into consideration up until now.

The first jesus films continued and extended the tradition of the older
passion plays with their anti-jewish tendencies. The tradition gained a
completely new quality through the new medium: big close ups which
intensified the older physiognomic denunciation of the jews.

This anti-judaism cannot be simply dismissed as an unconscious
addition to the films because there were also tangible endeavours to
exonerate the jews in the early years of the production of jesus films,
endeavours against the trend.

Taking as examples the forms of visual an narrative slander
presented in the german silent movie, ,The Galilean®, 1921, the
spectrum of libelous anti-semitic stereotypes is examined. The theme is
further unfolded in a concise survey of example films from both before
and after the holocaust. This is not only of historical interest but is also
intended to make us aware of analogous phenomena in the present day.

Hermann-Josef GroBe Kracht: Is there a modern ecclesiastical theory
of the public sphere? Vatican media documents between an emphatic
approval of democracy and a new fear of the public sphere

The article throws open the question whether the catholic church has
an adequate concept of the modern, political public-sphere at its
disposal in its official documents.

An introductory step briefly explains the rational-discoursive concept
of the public sphere which originated in the European lllumination Age
and which was essentially formed by Kant.

Following this, central documents containing the church's teachings
are analysed with regards to their concepts of the public sphere: firstly,
the decree ,Inter mirifica“ (1963) passed by the 2nd Vatican Council,
then the pastoral instruction ,Communio et progressio“ (1971), and
finally, the most recent Vatican media documents out of the 1990s.

The article reaches the ambivalent conclusion that, on the one hand,
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especially with ,,Communio et progressio®, genuinely valuable first signs
of a modern ecclesiastical theory of the public-sphere are available, but
that, on the other hand, however, a consistent reception and working
out of these starting points is still missing.
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